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Interview w/ Entrepreneur—Avery’s Beverages
I interviewed Mr. Sam White of Avery’s Beverages at Corbin’s Corners in New Britian, CT.  The business was started by Sherman F. Avery in 1904 and just celebrated its 100 year anniversary a few years ago.  Avery's is one of the oldest soda bottling companies in New England and all of the soda is still made in the same red barn on Corbin Avenue. Avery's continues to be a family run business that strives to provide the highest quality products and outstanding customer service.  They offer 30 soda flavors bottled in glass to preserve the old-fashioned flavor.  You have to return the bottles in order to purchase more.
Mr. White enjoys owning his own business because of the freedom it provides but admits he must also sell water to financially make ends meet.  He loves the fact that the business is so unique and has a loyal and established customer base.  Many families in central CT have grown up with Avery’s soda.  He runs the business out of an old red barn and uses his “new” bottling equipment that was actually built in the 1950’s!  He hopes the business will continue for another 100 years.  He now sells bottled water too as he doesn’t make enough money on selling the soda alone.  He admits he will never get rich doing this business but he likes the support he gets from his loyal customers.
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